1 A studio apartment in New Jersey. Fern, Mac, and 
Georgia drink coffee. Table also contains some notebooks, jar 
of pencils, pens, markers. Veterans' Day, November 11, 1986. 
Fern 
There is a carton of butter pecan in there but it's empty. 


Mac 


He's Like a kid. Just like a kid'd do. Put it back empty. I 
was dying for some. [I'm] not fat enough. 


Fern 
He's always alone here. Why put it back empty for himself? 
Mac 
Maybe he had somebody from that church committee up or 
something. (shakes notebooks, etc.) Witness this committee 
folderal. 


Fern 


Parable of the empty ice cream carton. Seek and ye shall find-- 
nothing. 


Georgia (to MAC) 


Your mother? When I knew her? "I got my mouth set for it!" 
she'd always Say. 


Fern 


She set her mouth for about a million desserts. God rest it. 
Georgia 


They say they're the best, the ones with nuts. The...uh...room 
the nuts take? Better than the sugar and all. 


Mac (aside) 


And the greatest of these is clarity.Fern Big fat pecans'lLl 
save your life. (Beat) Is it worth it? 


Georgia 
Hey you get sick of hearing about it. You can't turn around. 
They think they got you up against a wall or something. I got 
news. I eat what I want. 


Fern 
Go get ‘em Georgia baby. 


Mac 


I don't need it anyway. That's for sure. Well where's Dad gone 
to? Let's get this road on the show. 


Georgia 

You know. 
Fern (to Mac) 

You're the one who wants to eat and drink coffee anyway. 
Mac 

And I'm the one always wants to get going, hey Georgia? 
Georgia 

It's your brother I knew, Mac, not you. 
Mac 


So, I'm contradiction. Lots of go and sit on my ass. Life 
abounds in in in contradiction and irony. Abounds! 


Georgia 
Can't tell by me. 
Fern 


Most of it's predictable. Fashioned by the victim with great 
neurotic skill. 


Mac (a beat) 


At any rate, while the old man dandies himself up in there we-- 
Georgia 


It's nice to see him pay attention to hisself. For anybody. 
It's a way to--Mac never get anywhere!Fern There's time...a 
lifetime.Mac Speak for yourself. Better for me [to] try to 
hurry up a bit.Georgia You got older--I mean since I met you 
that one time with Jimmy. Years ago now--no offense.Mac To me 
it's been.Fern Just have to learn to cool out when it rages. 
Mac Easy for you to say, Fern m'love, but I've worn out. 

Going, going, gone. One day you're walking around and the 
next--Fern You're on your knees.Georgia You feel that way 
sometimes. Mac That's okay. It's when you don't feel anything 
else.Fern It's an infection. You catch it. From other 
burnouts. Then you haveconferences and workshops when you 
should've had guts.Georgia That's the way [to] get around ‘em, 
huh? ALL these workshops.Mac I'm workshopped out for sure, but 
I've tried guts too. They can handle anything. Stonewall ‘em 
they go around. Butt against them they slide off like 
shit.Georgia You could retire, turn over a new lease.Fern Or 
something like that.Mac Less than four years to go out that 
window.Georgia Window? Why not now? Be my guest.Mac 
Retirement window. It's an expression. Georgia I was thinking 
Suicide. What I don't kKnow'dFfill a book.Fern That's not much. 
Mac [And that'll] make twenty-five years at Terrence Allowell. 
Twenty-five! Staggering!Fern Don't tell us about it. Mac 
Then I can reach the middle-class Valhalla--standing in line for 
government cheese. Georgia What's good about that, the old 
ducks can't eat but just a little bit of the cheese, you know, 
so the middleaged kids visit, [and they] go home in the 
Cadillacs and Olds's with most of it.Mac BMW children can't get 
all the way home with it.Fern At the end of every pipeline a 
fat, wrong mouth.Mac (musing) I voted for that Cheese.Fern 
Ronald Roquefort.Mac I was neo-something then--conservative I 
guess. What's neo mean? Like? I'm always like something.Fern 
It means new which means old. Georgia What's your 
whachacallit...? I never found out.Mac Nor did I.Georgia 
Fern?Fern (to MAC) Fool! His field is--Mac Drug Enforcement. 
And it should include rubber dispensing. Should.Georgia Never 
mind.Fern You're right. Talking to him isn't worth it.Mac It 
used to be. Even for me. Tragic. Fern Only when you know 
what's going on.Mac Can't even wring my hands anymore. One 
can't stand the other.Fern ‘Twas inevitable.Georgia After a 
while you always know, you know. That's the trouble.Mac The 
clowns don't run the circus. That's really the trouble. 


Georgia I aint so sure about that. LOCAL GIRL WONDERS.Fern 
Ma'm?Mac Well these clowns don't. This clown. Tumble on cue, 
ass out of my seedy, schoolmaster pants.Fern You should've 
become a boozer. [It's] the way they think.FSelf-pity lowered 
to an art.Mac Don't know how I missed it, my sweet Fern. But I 
always said that art is--Georgia Don't teach. It makes me 
sad.Fern I don't know that I did miss it.Georgia I can take a 
drink or leave it alone. Can almost say the same for men. Mac 
Drove through. Mostly.Fern Few stops.Mac I remember.Fern One 
separation back in there.Georgia Didn't know. Fern Nearly (a 
beat) year.Mac [That was] for a lot of things.Georgia It 
usually is.Fern One prime one. A, uh, Mexican difficulty 
Supplied the, excuse the expression, trigger. Mac You can't 
boil anything down. Anything. You just can't. That's what I 
found out in all these odd years. And don't I mean odd?Fern 
(to MAC) You can't.Georgia What's a Mexican difficulty?Mac I 
say yes to women in combat roles!Georgia No thanks. I'ULl let 
you Know when we get stupid. What's a--?Mac Snipers! Wasting 
us, wasting each other.Fern You only hurt--Mac the hurt you 
love.Georgia When I'm with husband, wife...they throw it back 
and forth--(shrugs, shakes head).Fern We better or worse? 
Georgia ‘Bout the same.Fern Marriage toughens people up.Mac 
What doesn't strengthen me kills me.Fern You got that right.Mac 
World War Two never officially ended. Let's drink to it.Georgia 
The war or--?Fern Any unfinished business.Mac Pregnant!Georgia 
Let's hope not. (aside) Spanish fly I heard but Mex-?Fern Just 
a bad episode in our mar--Mac Wheels within wheels.Fern Bores 
within bores.Georgia You lost me.Mac Stay there. You're 
better off.Fern Somebody stirred the wrong pot, a spicy 
one.Georgia You found me.Mac Fern!Fern Georgia's practically 
family. Why fart around with secrets? Deep, deeeeeeep and 
dark!Mac Forget it--well maybe one more. Another one.Fern 

The Mystery Man.Georgia I didn't know he had it in him.Fern He 
didn't either. It may have been his finest hour.Mac The 
woman's way: admire what you condemn. Devastating. Devasting 
weapon.Georgia We gotta have something.Fern It died soon 
after. Mac That was murder. Fern We do what we have to, no 
matter how much it hurts.Mac Do tell?Georgia That's war too, 
family war, lover war. So what's the big deal?Mac_ Later.Fern 
How priggish his replies are!Mac The old war's quaint, the real 
one. Old Deuce I mean. It's a black and white movie and even 
though the guys move at the right speed it's--Fern The quaint 
gassing of Jews.Georgia Why don't we change the subjects?Mac 
Even the cold war...that's...it's got that old look.Fern Easier 
to forget we fried our own two then. One a mother. Living 
color would have prevented that. Sorry, Georgia, I keep tuning 


up the racist kind of notes.Georgia Be my guest. Some of my 
best friends belong to a race, or are planning to join one after 
the first of the year. You Know, like a diet. You--Mac never 
leave the obvious unsaid. TV influence.Georgia You should 
Know.Fern Everybody knows. That's why nothing can get 
done.Georgia If you say so.Mac Color in Korea but muddy, 
grainy.Georgia It was the whatchacallits, rice paddles.Fern 

But if you watch too long they won't let you watch anymore. Mac 
Huh! More you watch less you know. But Nam brought it home. 
Didn't it? Whammo! You could smell the fear.Georgia Like 
Monday night football.Fern Just don't be a Jew.Georgia Live 
and let live. Anyways I flunked history. They never gave us t- 
shirts [the] way they do now.Mac We try everything. Fern We 
all do. When you don't get a black eye it's a triumph.Mac I 
was only beat up the once.Fern Oh? Why haven't you told me 
about it?--more than a thousand times that is.Mac Closer to 
fifty-eight thousand--a little inside joke.Georgia Oh? Another 
one? Just a gag a minute ‘round here.Mac Inside me.Fern How 
mysterious.Mac You aint seen nothing yet!Fern I'm intrigued. 
At least I think that's what this is.Mac In a pitch dark 
hallway after a dance (muses) the moons of balloons, the heat in 
the gym like Bataan. Like I said it was pitch dark--all 
hammering and snorting. I couldn't even tell his race, but I 
hurt the hell out of his fists.Fern The way people pronounce 
motherfucker says a lot about them. Especially nuns.Georgia 

You are bad, Fern.Mac He didn't pronounce anything.Fern I read 
that in Emily Post once.Georgia She never came out of the 
rain.Mac Fern or Emily Post?Georgia Fern looks dry to me.Mac 
Alas.Fern What's that supposed to mean?Mac What a great 
phrase! Fern!--Georgia too!Georgia Thanks.Mac It's the great 
question of our time: What's anything supposed to mean! Not 
what does it mean but--?Georgia We hear you. We hear you. Mac 
Supposed to.Fern The teacher teaches till the lastclassroom dog 
dies.Georgia It's too much for me. Tell me once or forget 
it.Mac I'll remember that. I will. Promise. I really do 
promise.Fern Tiresome. Tedious. Titless.Mac Not as I get 
older. <A training bra wouldn't be amiss. FThe final 
feminization of the middle aged man in our time: he grows 
tits.Fern Useless, appropriately enough. Georgia (re Father) 
I think he's singing in there.Fern That's what happens when you 
forsake sex for age.Georgia I aint ready yet...but I wouldn't 
mind the whatchacallit, free cheese. (Her joke pleases her)Mac 
He got a snappy cheddar once.Georgia (a la Mae West) Just how 
did it, uh, snap?Mac (barker) The incomparable Mae West! Fern 
Might as well get a laugh out of it.Georgia Why not?Mac 
Laughter's the name of a station on the way to F--what? Tragic 


Mess?Fern More like the one after.Georgia What's the choice 
then? Fuck it. Oh excuse me.Mac Apt language needs no 
excuse.Fern Maybe not, but a fuck's out of place in this 
house.Mac I should hope. What would mother say?Fern Less than 
usual--being dead as usual.Mac You never know.Georgia Out of 
place? How can you get one out of place?Fern Lots of houses 
really.Mac Stop hinting. It's not impotence, it's exhaustion. 
Deeper today. Deepened today. Ex-hausssss-tion.Georgia Never 
your brother's problem.Mac No, he was an enthusiast. 

Unburdened by deep thoughts.Georgia Lot smarter than you 
think.Fern Very. Too smart to bother with alleged deep 
thoughts. Man of instinct in a world of wimpy schemers.Mac 
Well, what'd it get him? Name ona black wall. Wasted in Nam. 
Well what the hell! He'd be fat and forty now. With a rumbling 
belly. Popping Tums. Jesus Christ when you think Fof it! 
Georgia Yeah? And where's your name? Or mine?Mac A point. 
Maybe it was worth it after all.Fern Thank God I don't have any 
children to lose, so fat old men could grow maudlin afterwards 
while shoveling in the New York Cuts and sucking up 
champaigne.Mac We'd go to the wall for that.Fern Hah 
hah.Georgia Shit! I'm forty too. I mean also. Almost.Mac He 
thought it was a cause. Jimmy. Or he didn't care. FHe wasn't 
one of those against the war, tortured by the ambiguities or- - 
Fern A cause my ass! How about Georgia here? Isn't she a 
cause? How about the babies they might have had? Stupid 
asshole male word.Mac I didn't make the dictionary. I'm not 
Webster Johnson.Georgia I don't know about that. I mean babies 
I--Fern You were planning to get mar--Georgia I would've got 
Jimmy for some more. That's all.FYou could never think about 
nothing lasting with him. It Fwasn't his way.Mac Whatever.Fern 
The teacher determines that the subject is barren.Mac No, it's 
Jimmy. Just J--Fern And we fire blanks, poor us, 
while...wanting something he had--and yet he was some kind of 
moral idiot. Mac Fern!Fern All I remember.Georgia Different 
is all. Moral, not moral? (shrugs)F 

Fern: Whichever foggy memory. We must, at any rate, go look at 
his name on a stupid wall. Heroes on the mall or below the mall 
or whatever. And there's naturally controversy so they put up a 
statue too 


